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Butler Center Curator Accepts Position as Head of
Special Collections at University of Arkansas--Fayetteville

Tom W. Dillard, Curator of the Butler Center for Ar-
kansas Studies, recently accepted a job with the Univer-
sity of Arkansas in Fayetteville to head up the library’s
Special Collections department.

Dillard was the founding director of the Butler Center
since its establishment in 1997 with an endowment from
the late Richard C. Butler, Sr. of Little Rock. The Butler
Center is the Arkansas history and genealogy department
of the Central Arkansas Library System and in its first
seven years emerged as one of the leading archives and
special collections in the state. In addition to acquiring a
large number of manuscript and photograph collections,
itis very successful in its public programming.

The job at the University of Arkansas--Fayetteville is
in some aspects similar to the one Dillard held at the But-
ler Center. He will solicit materials for the collection as
well as actively fund raise for the library and special col-
lections. Dillard will remain Editor-in-Chief of the Ency-
clopedia of Arkansas project at the Butler Center.

Tom says that moving to Fayetteville was a difficult
decision, but one that provides many opportunities in the
teaching and studying of Arkansas history.

Butler Center Welcomes New Employee

The Butler Center is pleased to welcome a new
employee. Judy Rickard, the new office manager, is
keeping the Butler Center orga-
nized and acting as a liaison with
the library’s business office.

Judy, a native of Oklahoma,
was reared in Illinois, and relo-
cated to Arkansas after her col- §
lege graduation. She has lived
in various cities around the
state, but has spent the majority
in Little Rock, where she taught
mathematics at Mount St.
Mary’s Academy for a number of years. Judy most

See “Judy” on Page 3

Bobby Roberts, director of the library system, said
the Butler Center would continue to provide the quality
service and programs it had done under Tom’s leader-

‘ship. Timothy G. Nutt, deputy curator under Dillard, has

assumed the responsibilities of Interim Curator.

Please join the Butler Center in wishing Tom the best
in his new endeavor. He can be reached at the special
collections in Mullins Library on the University of Arkan-
sas campus in Fayetteville by emailing tdillar@uark.edu.

Farewell Message from the

Butler Center Curator
' By Tom W. Dillard

Leaving the Butler Center was the most difficult
career decision I've ever made. Since its creation seven
years ago, the Center has been a thing of great joy and
pride to me. .

My philosophy in developing
the Butler Center was based on
the belief that, first, Arkansas
history matters, and second, our
heritage ought to be shared with
the people of the state, With the
help of Tim Nutt, deputy cura-
tor, and all the other Butler Cen-
ter staff, I sought new and innovative ways to tell the
story of our state. I think we demonstrated that Arkan-
sas history can be presented in a myriad of ways, rang-
ing from the purely academic to the entertaining.

- We sought to bring new audiences into the Library,

and among our more successful strategies for that were

mini-conferences on such unusual topics as the history

of fishing in Arkansas (‘“Bait Pails and Tall Tales™). Our

conference on Arkansas’ role in World War IT resulted

in an overflow audience that saw scores of people sit-
“ting on the floor,

See “Farewell” on Page 2
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“Farewell,” continued from Page 1

Perhaps our most amazing program
was a two-day conference in Helena
on the Elaine Race Massacres of 1919.
More than 1,000 people attended the
sessions, with the audiences almost
equally divided between the two races.
News reporters attended from as far
away as Los Angeles.

We also sought new and innova-
tive ways to use the Internet to fur-
ther our mission. For example, the
Butler Center’s “Arkansas Black His-
tory On-Line” project has taken a pre-
viously neglected aspect of our heri-
tage to worldwide audiences.

One of the Center’s most signifi-
cant efforts is the Encyclopedia of
Arkansas History Project. Our goal
is to develop the definitive reference
work on the state and local history of
Arkansas.

A less visible but very important
project is the Butler Center’s contri-
butions to developing a detailed cur-
riculum in Arkansas history for use in
the schools of the state. Working ina
joint venture with a private company,
AAT, Inc. of Nashville, Ark., the But-
ler Center is creating a detailed course
of study that will for the first time make
state history an important component
of our educational system.

The Butler Center has worked dili-
gently to maximize its resources by col-
laborating with other agencies. We
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“I think we
demonstrated
that Arkansas
history can be
presented in a
myriad of ways,
ranging from
the purely aca-
demic to the
entertaining.”

have worked closely with the Old State
House Museum, the Arkansas Natu-
ral Heritage Commission, the Arkan-
sas Historical Association, and Little
Rock’s public access television chan-
nel—as well as many other organiza-
tions and agencies.

I know this is getting to be a long
list, but let me mention one more pro-
gram of which I am inordinately proud:
our publishing enterprise. In the past
few years we have published a brief
overview of Arkansas history, two vol-
umes on the Civil War in our state, and
a collection of short stories on Arkan-
sas history for middle and junior high
school students. In addition, we’ve

brought out a compact disc on 1960s. -

Little Rock “garage band music” and
a computer screen saver with images
from Arkansas history. Within the past
year a generous individual who wishes
to remain anonymous has endowed the

-Center’s publications program with a

gift of over $100,000.

Oh, I forgot...there’s the creation
of the William Grant Still Arkansas
Musical Heritage Series—which has
brought attention to the state’s impres-
sive contributions to the field of Ameri-

-the vicinity of the UA campus. Also, (

can music. And, then, there’s the. . .but,
I must stop.

None of this is due to my work ex-
clusively. Tt is due to the efforts of
scores of Arkansas individuals, orga- =
nizations, and state agencies—all of

~ which share my belief that Arkansas

history matters.

Now, I'm off to the University of
Arkansas in Fayetteville, where I will
become head of the special collections
department in the University Libraries.
I am very excited about this new op-
portunity, especially the potential for
mentoring young historians and teach-
ers. I am looking to the future, and I
hope my new academic work will en-
list a whole new generation of people
who will contribute to the preservation
and dissemination of Arlansas history.

My wife, Mary Frost Dillard, and I
have bought a 30 acre “farmette™ just
outside Farmington, Ark., and we are
trying to settle in. Both of us have lived
in Little Rock for most of our lives, so
it is not easy to start anew. That pro-
cess will be made easieér if you will
come by for a visit when you are in

you can always reach me via email at
tdillar@uark.cdu.

Thanks to all of you for your help
and encouragement. I hope you will
extend the same warm assistance to
the new curator. Don’t
forget... Arkansas history is important
to every resident of the state.

Pre-Order Your 2005
Calendar Featuring Historic
Photos of Arkansas

$10.00 plus $1.50 s/h

All proceeds benefit the
Encyclopedia of Arkansas project

Send check to:
Encyclopedia of Arkansas
Butler Center for Arkansas Studies ‘
Central Atkansas Library System }

100 Rock Street

Little Rock, AR 72201
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It’s Time for Another Exciting Game of [uy continued fom Page 1

recently served as the Executive

Arkansas Jeopardy on November 6 Director for the State Board of
The Butler Center will host its question and answer czar. Dental Examiners.
fourth annual “Arkansas Jeopardy!”  Previous winners of Arkansas Jeop- Judy is married to Dave

on November 6, beginning at 6:30pm  ardy include Larry Ahart (2001), Zack ﬁ?lz‘rdl' gh; is th:l’ _IEOther °§
in the Darragh Center oftheMainLi- Mobley (2002), and Dr. Sondra gr;i P gfaﬁluk; o prone
brary. All pl:OCGf.:dS- help the But.ler Gordy (20.03.).. ' o Safly. Her son, daughter in law,
Center fulfill its mission of promoting ~ The festivities will begin withare- |, 4 grandson live in McLean

and preserving Arkansas history. ception at 6:30 pm. A silent auction of | Viroinia so she doesn’t get to see
All Arkansas trivia experts or those ~ Arkansas items will also begin atthat | them very often.
who just want to have fon areurged  time and continue through the three She loves to sew and quilt and

to participate as an audience mem- preliminary rounds. The silent auction | often wears her quilting projects to
ber. Audience members will not be  is your opportunity to purchase historic | work as vests or jackets.
asked questions, maps, autographed books, and other Judy says she is delighted to be
Categories in “Arkansas Jeop- Arkansas memorabilia. The firstpre- | Serving as the Office Manager for
ardy” will cover any aspect of Atkan-  liminary round of Arkansas Jeopardy! the Butler Center. For offi
sas history and culture. No bit of in- begins at 7:00 pm. managerial dities Tuds lso holoe
formatlon 18 t0o t1‘1v1z}l forus to tum . Use the' form below to reserve seats on the Butler Cen t,er’s information
into a Jeopardy question. Three pre-  inthe audience or volunterto beacon- | 4ock one ni ght a week and some
liminary rounds will be held, and the testant. General attendance tickets will | weekends.
winners from each matchmoveonto  be sold at the door on November 6, Her phone number is 501-918-
the final game. Bach contestant willre-  but seating is limited. Weurgeyouto ]3089 and her email is
ceive a prize and the overall winner purchase your tickets before Novem- | jrickard@cals.lib.ar.us.
will be crowned king or queen of Ar-  ber 2. Tickets are $20 each. Please join the rest of the Butler
kansas Jeopardy. In addition, the =~ Formore information, contact Tim - | Center staff in welcoming Judy.
overall winner will receive an extra- Nutt at 918-3055 or email . N :
special Arkansas-related prize. Skip  timn@cals.lib.ar.us. :%:@3-“ 3\‘\""—*2‘;
Rutherford will once again emcee the Put on your thinking caps and let’s ' h
game. Tom W. Dillard will be the play Arkansas Jeopardy!

QT know tons of Arkansas trivia and I want to prove it. Sign me up as a contestant.
QI do not want to humiliate myself in public, but others can do so. Enclosed is my $20.00 per ticket.

e ——————
| Arkansas Jeopardy Registration |
| ' |
| I
I Name :
I Address :
: |

|
| |
| City State Zip Number of Tickets |
I |
| Phone Number Email |
| |
| |
| f
f |
| |

Mail all inquiries and registration forms, along with a check, to:
Butler Center, Central Arkansas Library System, 100 Rock Street, Liitle Rock, AR 72201
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collect, preserve, and provide access to the
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