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Butler Center Events
Art Exhibitions
Jan. 11, 2013–April 27, 2013 
Clinton for Arkansas 
Butler Center Atrium Gallery  
Materials from the Bill Clinton 
State Government Project depict 
Clinton’s political career in 
Arkansas.   

Feb. 8, 2013–April 27, 2013 
Arkansas Society of 
Printmakers 
Butler Center Main Gallery  
Works will be displayed from the 
Arkansas Society of Printmakers 
(ASP), a community of artists, art 
collectors, and supporters of the 
art of printmaking. 

March 8, 2013–May 25, 2013 
No I’m Not, He Is: Flying 
Snake and Oyyo Comic 
Retrospective
Butler Center Mezzanine Gallery
Artwork by Michael Jukes, whose 
cartoon strip was featured 
in Little Rock’s alternative 
newspapers in the 1980s.

April 12, 2013–June 29, 2013 
Quapaw Quarter 
Butler Center Concordia Gallery 

All exhibitions open during each 
month’s Second Friday Art Night 
(2FAN), 5–8 p.m. in the Arkansas 
Studies Institute building. Join us 
for art and refreshments!

Legacies & Lunch
Noon to 1 p.m. 
Darragh Center, Main Library
100 Rock St.
Wed., Feb. 6, 2013: Linda 
McDowell—“Biographies of 
Notable Arkansas African 
Americans”
Wed., March 6, 2013: Rebecca 
Howard—“Women in Arkansas 
during the Civil War”
Wed., April 3, 2013: Susan 
Young— “Down in the Holler: A 
Lesson in Ozark Folk Speech”

Butler Center Books
Launch of Natural State 
Notables and Sneak Peek at 
new Children’s Library:
Mon., March 4, 4 to 6 p.m.
CALS Children’s Library, 4800 W. 
10th St.

Visit www.butlercenter.org 
for more information.

The Butler Center for Arkansas Stud-
ies is proud to announce the launch 
of its mobile-friendly version of the 

Encyclopedia of Arkansas History & Cul-
ture (EOA) website. This was made pos-
sible by a generous grant from the Arkansas 
Humanities Council (AHC), which was an 
early supporter of the EOA project. 

The primary aim of the EOA mobile web-
site is to increase the public’s engagement 
with local history. For example, users will 
now be able to access an entry on the his-
tory of a town or city they might be visiting 
by pulling it up on their smart phones in a 
format specifically designed for that kind of 
interface, just as teachers leading field trips 
will be able to access authoritative material 
from the EOA to share with their students. 
As Paul Austin, executive director of the Ar-
kansas Humanities Council, said, “Making 
Arkansas history and heritage even more 
accessible to the general public has the po-
tential to revolutionize the way we teach, 
the way we do business, and even the way 
we think about our state. This is a wonder-
ful example of the benefits of our partner-
ship with the Butler Center to strengthen the 
public’s access to the humanities. The AHC 
is very excited to have made this possible.”

David Stricklin, head of the Butler Center, 
remarked, “This is one of the most exciting 
things to come along since the EOA itself! 
Students, tourists, people just wanting to 

know what happened near where they are, and 
all-out history lovers will all be served by this 
great new resource. I’m very proud of the work 
our colleagues have done on the new mobile 
website.”

In addition to the mobile website, the AHC 
grant also funded the development of more local-
ly oriented content for the EOA, especially en-
tries on many of the smaller communities across 
the state.

Guy Lancaster, editor of the EOA, said, “Imag-
ine sitting in a café in a town you’re visiting and 
being able to read, on your phone, the EOA entry 
on that specific town, as well as about the coun-
ty, the Civil War skirmish that happened a mile 
away, the local history museum down the street, 
the nearby state park, and the National Register 
property just across the road. Suddenly, your vi-
sion of this town has become three-dimension-
al—it’s more than just a pit-stop on the highway. 
We want everyone to have that kind of deep ex-
perience and engagement with Arkansas.”

Smart phones and other mobile devices will 
access the mobile version of the site automati-
cally, but readers can also see this version on 
their regular computers by going to the URL 
m.encyclopediaofarkansas.net. At the beginning 
of 2013, the EOA had more than 3,100 entries 
and 4,200 pieces of media, all of which are ac-
cessible through the mobile site, with new entries 
and media being added every week. The mobile 
site also offers a photo of the day and a daily 
“This Day in Arkansas History.”  n

EOA
Goes

Mobile
EOA

Goes
Mobile
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The James H. Penick Collection, 
while relatively small, contains 
many interesting items from the 

life of a man who played a significant 
role in business and community life in 
Little Rock and Arkansas as a whole. The 
collection also touches on the interesting 
work James Penick did as a financial ser-
vice officer during World War II.

James Henry Penick, born on July 14, 
1897, in West Plains, Missouri, arrived 
in Little Rock with his family in 1904. 
The family lived near the grocery store 
his father, Edward Penick, opened on 
South Main, and the children attended 
public schools. James’s time as a student 
at Little Rock High School (which later 
became Central High School) is docu-
mented in the collection through copies 
of the school’s yearbook and magazine, 
as well as photographs of the Delta Sig-
ma fraternity.

Following his 1915 high school gradu-
ation, Penick attended Washington and 
Lee University in Lexington, Virginia, 
for one year. The collection includes his 
notes and study materials from several 
university classes. Following his service 
in World War I, Penick received a de-
gree from the Arkansas Law School in 
Little Rock. He was admitted to the bar 
in 1923, an event also documented in the 
collection.

In 1918, just before he left for World 
War I in Europe, Penick married Mary 
Worthen, the daughter of W. B. Worthen, 
founder of Worthen Bank in Little Rock. 
When he returned from the war, in addi-
tion to attending law school, Penick went 
to work as a cashier at the bank, begin-

ning a career that spanned more than 
fifty years. While his banking career may 
have begun because of the family con-
nection, his knowledge and skills carried 
him to success and leadership in the field, 
locally and nationally. 

Penick’s banking experience also be-
came important during World War II, 
when he reentered the U.S. Army as a 

financial officer. In the summer of 1943, 
he attended the army’s School of Military 
Government. He then served in North 
Africa and Italy with the Allied Financial 
Agency, a group responsible for the cur-
rency and banking systems in occupied 
territories. Of particular interest in the 
collection is Penick’s draft of an evalu-
ation of the banking and currency situa-
tion in Germany during the war, includ-
ing recommendations for procedures to 

be used during the Allied occupation.
Penick was also active in numerous 

public service positions in Little Rock. In 
honor of his years serving on the board 
of the Little Rock Boys Club (of which 
he also served for a time as president), 
the city’s new Boys Club facility was 
named for him. Throughout the 1950s 
and 1960s, he also held many leadership 
and fundraising positions for Little Rock 
Junior College as it developed its new 
campus on Hayes Street, and as it moved 
through the years as Little Rock Univer-
sity to become the University of Arkan-
sas at Little Rock (UALR). He was chair-
man of the university’s board of trustees 
during the merger process, retiring from 
UALR’s Board of Visitors in 1972.

James and Mary Penick had three chil-
dren. Following Mary’s death in 1950, 
Penick married Virginia Ivey of Hermit-
age, Arkansas, and had two more chil-
dren. Penick died in 1975.

The collection contains pre–World 
War II photographs of Penick and other 
members of the Arkansas Territorial Res-
toration Commission and the Capitol 
Grounds Commission, as well as photos 
from his years as a leader in several state-
wide and national banking organizations.

Additional information about James 
Penick, his family, and his work may 
be found in the Worthen Bank Records 
Collection, also held by the Butler Cen-
ter. Both the Worthen collection and 
the James H. Penick Collection can be 
viewed in the Research Room at the Ar-
kansas Studies Institute building. The 
finding aids may be accessed at http://ar-
studies.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/. n

James H. Penick.

Penick Collection Unveiled

The Butler Center and the Pett-
away Neighborhood Association 
hosted a community history panel 

at Rockefeller Elementary on December 
6, 2012. The panel—composed of Joan 
Adcock, Melrita Russ-Bonner, Steve 
Bullock, P. H. Gilkey, Maggie Hawkins, 
Faye Russ, and Carol Tabron—answered 
questions from fourth- and fifth-grade 
students about local businesses, the 
ghost legends of MacArthur Park, what 
children did for fun in times past, and 

the tornado that hit the area in the late 
1990s. 

The audio of the panel discussion was 
recorded by the Butler Center and will 
be available online as part of the Butler 
Center’s AV/AR Audio Video Database. 
This panel discussion was the first phase 
in a public art collaboration between the 
Pettaway Neighborhood Association and 
the students at Rockefeller Elementary, 
for which the students will be designing a 
community-inspired mural to be painted 

on the wall of the Interstate 30 overpass 
at the corner of East 17th and McAlmont 
streets. The Butler Center will also be 
working with the Pettaway Neighbor-
hood Association to collect oral histories 
of long-term neighborhood residents. 

The Butler Center welcomes further 
collaborations of this kind, and people in-
terested in preserving the history of their 
neighborhood and its residents should 
contact Anna Lancaster at alancaster@
cals.org. n

Butler Center Collaborates with the Pettaway Neighborhood Association
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A Word from the Center
David Stricklin, Head of the Butler Center 

Cont. on page 7

The Butler Center for Arkansas 
Studies has created a three-day 
seminar on June 12–14 for sec-

ondary history teachers all over the state. 
The seminar is sponsored by the Arkansas 
Humanities Council. Teachers participat-
ing in the seminar will visit sites of Civil 
War and civil rights events that took place 
in the Arkansas Delta from 1864 to 1964.

The seminar participants will focus on 
Civil War battles in Helena and events 
surrounding the Camden Expedition. 
They will also examine a century of civil 
rights and social change in Arkansas, as 

these changes also reflect the national 
experience. Participating teachers will 
focus on gaining skills in acquiring and 
evaluating information about the past, 
not just amassing details. The point of the 
seminar is not just to teach facts about the 
past but also to help teachers learn how 
to find reliable factual information so 
they will be able to guide their students 
through the maze of materials available 
to them, especially on the Internet. To a 
large extent, the skills gained by explor-
ing the Civil War and civil rights in this 
seminar could be transferred to the study 

of any topic on Arkansas or U.S. history.
As high school teachers begin imple-

menting the new Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) during the 2013–14 
school year, with emphasis on academ-
ic rigor and technology utilization, sec-
ondary history teachers will be devel-
oping instructional strategies regarding 
ways to incorporate informational text 
into their classroom instruction. Teach-
ers who participate in this seminar will 
be asked to consult informational text 
and media entries from the Butler Cen-

Summer Seminar for Teachers—Arkansas Delta: 
From Civil War to Civil Rights (1864–1964)

The new year has 
already brought a 

swirl of news—some 
good, some sad. The 
good news is led by 
accolades for one of 
our Butler Center 
Books projects, Es-

cape Velocity: A Charles Portis Miscel-
lany, edited by Jay Jennings. The book 
received rave reviews on NPR’s Fresh 
Air and in the New York Times, The New 
Republic, The Los Angeles Review of 
Books, and the Wall Street Journal. In 
fact, it was one of the most widely re-
viewed books of 2012. John Wilson, edi-
tor of the journal Books & Culture, chose 
it as his Book of the Year for 2012. The 
New York Times Book Review named 
it as one of its “Editor’s Picks,” and the 
San Francisco Chronicle said it was one 
of the top gift books for 2012. It is also 
the first publication from Butler Center 
Books to have a Kindle edition. 

Sad news was the death of Dolores 
Bruce. Mrs. Bruce was one of those peo-
ple who are both generous and involved. 
She and her husband, Dr. Tom Bruce, 
were the very first financial supporters 
of the Butler Center’s Encyclopedia of 
Arkansas History & Culture, making a 
leap of faith that their investment would 
help an idea become a strong new tool 
for people interested in Arkansas his-

tory. They were right, of course, as the 
EOA has grown to fantastic proportions 
and continues to impress all manner of 
people in Arkansas and all over the world 
as the great, reliable one-stop resource 
on the state’s history and culture. We are 
grateful to Dr. and Mrs. Bruce for their 
confidence and graciousness.

Work is moving very quickly on the 
Arcade Building project next door to us. 
Butler Center archivists and those who 
work for our partner institution, the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Little Rock, will 
move into some new space there where 
they will do their processing work on the 
many collections of papers, photographs, 
and other material people have given us 
to share with the researching public. As 
part of our storage-management plan, we 
will then convert the Butler Center pro-
cessing space we have now in the Arkan-
sas Studies Institute to compact shelving 
for the ever growing numbers of boxes 
of material in our care. The theater space 
on the main level of the Arcade Build-
ing will also be very exciting. It will 
feature the latest digital projection and 
sound equipment for screening films, 
a very nice stage area for spoken-word 
presentations and acoustic music, and a 
welcoming lobby area for gatherings and 
displays. Our Legacies & Lunch presen-
tations will move into that space, along 
with a great many other programs put on 

by the Butler Center and other parts of 
the Central Arkansas Library System. It 
will be quite spectacular. 

Thanks for your support of our many 
efforts to bring Arkansas history to peo-
ple near and far. We do appreciate it. n



Page 4           The Butler Banner

Butler Center staff members in the 
Bill Clinton State Government 
Project (BCSGP) are at work 

processing Bill Clinton’s attorney gen-

eral, gubernatorial, and campaign papers, 
which are held in the Arkansas Studies 
Institute (ASI) building. This process-
ing involves arranging and describing 
the materials and creating finding aids for 
future researchers. Here are some recent 
goings-on with the BCSGP.

AUDIO HISTORY: Under an ar-
rangement with the Pryor Center at the 
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville, 

staff members are conducting oral his-
tory interviews with various Clinton as-
sociates as well as digitizing and preserv-
ing previously created audiotapes. The 

project has almost 2,000 
audiocassettes of Bill 
Clinton’s speeches, press 
conferences, and meet-
ings. Efforts are under 
way to digitize these re-
cordings and make them 
available to researchers. 
The equipment for pre-
serving what is recorded 
on the audiotapes was 
purchased by former 
staff, cabinet members, 
and friends of Clinton.

REQUESTS FOR 
CLINTON HISTORY: 
BCSGP staff members 
frequently field requests 
from researchers around 
the country and the 
world regarding these 
valuable and fascinating 
materials. Often, people 
who request information 
from the project’s mate-

rials are doing research for theses or dis-
sertations on such topics as music used in 
campaigns, food consumed during cam-
paigns, and Clinton campaign efforts to 
appeal to specific constituencies. 

COLLECTING PAPERS FROM 
CLINTON CONTEMPORARIES IN 
ARKANSAS POLITICS: Although the 
staff has plenty to keep them busy, they 
are actively seeking more papers from 

other people 
who worked 
with the Clinton 
administration, 
especially 
the working 
papers of 
members of 
the General 
A s s e m b l y 
who served 
while he was 
g o v e r n o r . 
These papers 
provide a differ-

Bill Clinton State Government Project—Lots More Than Papers!

Bill Clinton at the 2013 ASOB reunion, 
with Betsey Wright and other associates.

Materials displayed for the Clinton for Arkansas exhibition.

This sign was donated by the Clinton campaign, whose 
headquarters were in the historic Gazette building at 
112 West 3rd St.; on loan from the Museum of American 
History, Cabot Public Schools.

ent perspective and valuable insight into 
policies and politics of Clinton himself.

ARKANSAS SUPPORTERS OF 
BILL: The Arkansas Supporters of Bill 
(ASOB) Reunion began in 2004 when 
CALS launched the Bill Clinton State 
Government Project. With 2013 being 
the twentieth anniversary of Clinton’s 
presidential inauguration, this year’s re-
union was coordinated with the reunion 
of Arkansas Travelers. More than 500 
people came to the private event held in 
the ASI on January 25.

EXHIBITING ITEMS FROM 
THE COLLECTION: The Clinton 
for Arkansas exhibition on view now 
showcases just a small sampling of the 
many materials in the project’s collec-
tion, which contains 3,450 linear feet of 
materials associated with Bill Clinton 

and his staff from 
1973 through 1992, 
when was elected 

president. During this 
time span, he served 
as a law professor at 

UA–Fayetteville, cam-
paigned for election to 

the U.S. Congress, served 
as attorney general of Ar-
kansas, and held the office 

of governor of Arkansas. 
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 One of the missions of the Bill 
Clinton State Government Project 
is connecting with former Clinton 
staff members and interested 
parties to encourage donation of 
their working papers.
Over the years, we have received 
papers and other materials from 
the following donors:
Liza Ashley
Sam Bratton
Sheila Bronfman
Julie McDonald Cabe
Rose Crane
Mike Gaines
Mike Gauldin
Kay Goss
Ed Gray
Anne Henson
Dick Herget
Paul Levy
Robert Lyford
David Matthews
Ron Morris
Bob Nash 
Wally Nixon
Barbara O’Dell
Jim Pledger
Pat Qualls
Keith Reaves
Bobby Roberts
Barbara Ann Rudolph
Skip Rutherford
Bill Shumaker
Ed Thicksten
Buddy Villines
Joyce Williams Warren

Since the last Arkansas 
Supporters of Bill (ASOB) reunion 
in 2011, the Bill Clinton State 
Government Project has received 
monetary donations from the 
following donors:
Edwin and Diane Alderson
Brady and Betty Anderson
Kay Kelley Arnold
Julie Baldridge
Jay Bradford
Jerry and Cathy Bradshaw
Herby Branscum

Sam Bratton
Mabel Brown
Marie Bruno
Chris and Mary Chris Burrow
Robert and Julie Cabe
Gloria Cabe
Meredith Cabe
Lib and Sandra Carlisle
Bob Carver
Weldon Chesser
Lenard and Nancy Cockman
Lee Colwell
David Criner and Wister Cook
Harry and Patty Criner
Sherry Curry
The Honorable Charlie Daniels
T. Martin Davis
Mark Day
Rob and Lucille DeGostin
Lynda Dixon
T. Wes Dodson Jr.
Oral Edwards
Oliver and Joycelyn Elders
Burton and Beverly Elliott
Don and Patty Ernst
Jimmie Lou Fisher
Fran Flener
Allie Freeman
Bill and Judy Gaddy
Mike and Kay Gaines
Diane Gilleland
Kay Goss
Rosalie Gould
Peggy Harris
Wanda Hartz
Jean Hervey
Norman Hodges
Bobby and Lois Hopper
Joe and Carolyn Huber
Sandy Hudnall
Hal Hunnicutt
Jim Jackson and Lisa Ferrell
Elaine Johnson
Robert Johnston
Earl Jones Jr.
Lee Jones
Perrin Jones
Shirley Jones
Wally and Ann Kamps
Bill and Missy Kincaid
Dana Durst Lawrence

Tim Leathers
Senator Uvalde Lindsey and Jo Lindsey
Sarge Lozano
Bob and Nell Lyford
Melinda Bryant Martin
Tommy and Virginia McGhee
Lonnie and Kathy McNatt
H. T. and Linda Moore
Mr. and Mrs. John Moore
Rudy and Rhonda Moore
Shelby Moore
Pat and Myra Moran
Billie Ann Myers
Bob Nash
Robert Newcomb
Aubrey Nixon
Vic and Freddie Nixon
Wally and Dana Nixon
Joe Peacock
Deloris Peterson
Geneva Pledger
Jana Prewitt
Phil and Belinda Price
Marva Pruitt
Bob Razer and Valerie Thwing
Bobby and Kathy Roberts
Paul and Mary Root
James Ross
Skip and Billie Rutherford
Major General James A. Ryan
Charlotte Schexnayder
Trey and Megan Schroeder
Elaine Scott
John and Cathy Slater
Charles Eddie Smith
Ken Smith
David Stricklin and Sally Browder
Jerry Taylor and Pat Qualls
Mr. and Mrs. William Terry
Debra Thomas
Scott and Katherine Ann Trotter
Betty Valachovic
Susan Wallace-Ward
Bill and Janis Walmsley
Kenneth and Barbara Warner
Richard and Jan Weiss
Glenn Whaley
Michael and Susie Whitacre
Joe White 
Steve Wilson
Craig and Nancy Wood

Betsey Wright
Judge Charles Yeargen

Monetary contributions have 
been made in memory of the 
following:
Alta Arnold 
Wayne Berger
Randal Bloodworth 
Archie Bryant
Steve Bryles 
Kathleen Cracraft
Rose Crane
Ann Dawson
John Dawson
Joan Duffy
Joe T. Dunn
Alice Mae Foster
Carmen Fowler
Ed Fry
Lloyd Reid George
Giles Gillespie
Judge Tom Glaze
Maria Haley
Frederick Harrelson 
Gale Kelley Hinson
Jeffery Lee Hudnall 
Perrin Jones 
O. D. Kirklin
Donald Law
Bill Looney
Cone and Betty Magie
Francis McBeth 
Agnes Mikles 
Mike Munns
Dean Murphy
Thompson “Buddy” Murray Jr.
Oliver Myers
Henry Oliver 
Bernard Rappaport 
Bobby Robinson
Dorothy Rodham
B. A. Rudolph 
Bill Simmons
Don “Dude” Spence 
Elizabeth Stodola
Yvonne Ward 
Storm Whaley
Robert Wilson

Bill Clinton State Government Project—Lots More Than Papers!
Among the items displayed are a quilt 
covered in hundreds of signatures from 
Bill Clinton’s fortieth birthday party (see 
back page of this issue), a handmade 
bowie knife presented to Clinton by rep-
resentatives of Old Washington Historic 
State Park, and a documentary film about 
Clinton created by gubernatorial press 
secretary Mike Gauldin.  

The Clinton for Arkansas exhibition, 
which is free and open to the public, is 
on display through April 27 in the Butler 
Center’s Atrium Gallery in the ASI. n

Bill Clinton at the 2013 ASOB reunion, with Bill 
Clinton State Government Project staff members 
Michael Hodge, Glenn Whaley, and Steven Teske.Clinton campaign buttons.
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 B U T L E R  C E N T E R  D O N O R S
Monetary Donations
Arkansas Pioneers Pulaski County Association, in memory of Dell Leveritt 
and Robert Lee Holyfield
East Harding Inc., Arkansas Sounds Music Festival sponsorship
Regions Bank, in support of the Arkansas Sounds Music Festival
Gloria Futrell, to purchase the Nashville News on microfilm
Vincent Insalaco, in support of the Making a Place exhibition
Lloyd McCracken
Park and Betty Moore
Nan Selz
Lou Ellen Treadway, in honor of Stephanie Bayless’s work with the 
Edelweiss Club 
 
Material Donations
Southern Arkansas University, for BASE 
McIntire Rare Collectibles
Susan Boyle
Sam Bratton
Sheila Bronfman

Robert L. Brown
Jon Evans
Diann Fancher
Mike Gaines
Frances Holman
Elizabeth Jacoway
Mary Kwas
Robert Mainfort
Jeanne McDaniel
Louise Mitchell
Park and Betty Moore
Bob Nash
Colene Nicholson
Robert Reep
Skip Rutherford
Steven Speirs
David Stricklin
Buddy Villines

The email version of the 
Butler Banner offers the 
same great information,

saves paper,
and reduces expenses 

for printing and 
postage.

To receive your copy by 
email, contact Meg Arey 

at
marey@cals.org

or (501) 918-3033.

... Butler Center Events in the Spotlight

Annie Abrams speaking 
at December’s Legacies 
& Lunch as part of the 
Butler Center’s Arkansas 
Autobiographies series.

CALS director Bobby Roberts speaking 
at the groundbreaking ceremony for the 
Arcade Building, a joint project of CALS and 
Moses Tucker Real Estate. The mixed-use 
Arcade Building, which is located next to the 
Arkansas Studies Institute (ASI) building 
on the corner of President Clinton Ave. and 
River Market Ave., will house additional 
archival space for the Butler Center/ASI as 
well as have a theater that will host CALS 
events, including presenters at the Arkansas 
Literary Festival and performances for the 
Arkansas Sounds Music Festival.

Bob Nash speaking 
at January’s Legacies 
& Lunch about his 
longtime association 
with Bill Clinton. 

flash

This Valentine’s 
Day, give gifts 

that are as unique 
as Arkansas.

401 President Clinton Ave.
Little Rock

(501) 320-5792
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N e w  f r o m  B u t l e r  C e n t e r  B o o k s

New Book for Young Readers Features Famous Arkansans

A new book just released 
from Butler Center Books, 
Natural State Notables: 21 

Famous People from Arkansas by 
Steven Teske, gives young readers 
biographies of twenty-one notable 
people from Arkansas. They include 
musicians, athletes, business leaders, 
and public servants.

Those profiled in the book include a 
famous doctor, Samuel Kountz, who 
was a pioneer in developing the early 
procedures for kidney transplants; a 
hospital administrator, Ruth Beall, 
who fought to keep Arkansas Chil-
dren’s Hospital open during the De-
pression; Jimmy Driftwood, a teacher 
who wrote a famous song to match 
a history lesson; the famed singer 
Al Green, who is also a preacher; 
and Maya Angelou, a poet who is 
also an actress. All of these people 
are “Natural State notables,” some 
of the many who have made Arkan-
sas what it is today. Publication of the 
book was made possible in part by a 
grant from the Arkansas Humanities 
Council.

Author Steven Teske, who works in the 

Butler Center’s manuscripts department, 
has also written Unvarnished Arkansas 
about famous people in Arkansas in the 

nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
turies, as well as co-writing Home-
front Arkansas about wartime life in 
Arkansas. Teske has also served as a 
fact-checker for the Butler Center’s 
Encyclopedia of Arkansas History 
& Culture, and he teaches college 
classes in history and comparative 
religions at the Arkansas State Uni-
versity–Beebe campus on the Little 
Rock Air Force Base.

On Monday, March 4, the Central 
Arkansas Library System will cel-
ebrate the release of Natural State 
Notables from 4 to 6 p.m. at its new 
Children’s Library at 4800 W. 10th 
St. in Little Rock. Teske will discuss 
the book and will be available to sign 
copies. This event, which is free and 
open to the public, will also offer a 
“sneak peek” at the new Children’s 
Library, which is slated to open later 
in March.

Natural State Notables (paperback, 
$9.95) is available from local and na-
tional book sellers or through the dis-
tributer, the University of Arkansas 

Press in Fayetteville, at (800) 626-0090 
or online at www.uapress.com. n

ter’s online Encyclopedia of Arkansas 
History & Culture (EOA) as authorita-
tive background information prior to 
the seminar. During the seminar, au-
thors of EOA entries and other experts 
will lecture on the topics of the Civil 
War and civil rights. 

At the end of the seminar, participants 
will begin the process of developing les-
sons or teaching tools on these topics. 
Teachers will then be required to sub-
mit a teaching tool or lesson that could 
be shared with the entire state through 
submission to the Arkansas History Hub 
by the mid-point of the 2013–14 school 
year. Curriculum products will need to 
reflect one aspect of the topics covered 
during the seminar, be supported by 
EOA text or media entries, and align 
to CCSS and appropriate Arkansas De-
partment of Education (ADE) content 
frameworks. 

The Butler Center and the Central Ar-
kansas Library System have been ap-
proved ADE professional development 
providers for the last five years. The 
Butler Center’s education coordina-
tor, Kay Bland, administers and docu-
ments these activities. Participants in 
this seminar will earn a total of fifteen 
hours of professional development and 
may also earn an additional three hours 

of professional development upon re-
ceipt and approval of their final product 
for submission to the Arkansas History 
Hub. Teachers who attend the sum-
mer seminar will also have the tools 
with which to train other teachers 
around the state about these topics. 

For more information about the semi-
nar, contact Kay Bland at (501) 320-5713 
or kbland@cals.org. n

From Summer Seminar, page 3
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On August 16, 1986, thousands 
of people attended Governor Bill 
Clinton’s fortieth birthday party at 
the Hall of Industry at the Arkansas 
State Fairgrounds in Little Rock. 
Attendees were invited to sign this 
quilt to commemorate the governor’s 
birthday. It was made by Mildred 
Delores Steele, mother of Public 
Service Commission appointee Pat 
Qualls. Now held in the Bill Clinton 
State Government Project collec-
tion at the Butler Center for Arkan-
sas Studies, the quilt is displayed in 
the Atrium Gallery of the Arkansas 
Studies Institute building as part of 
the Clinton for Arkansas exhibition 
on view through April 27.
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