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A Theater Filled with Arkansas SoundsButler Center Events
Art Exhibitions
On view through Aug. 23, 2014
Drawn In: New Art from WWII 
Camps at Rohwer and Jerome
Butler Center Concordia Hall
Aug. 8 – Nov. 1, 2014
Quapaw Quarter: Where Little 
Rock’s History Lives
Butler Center Loft Gallery
Drawings, blueprints, and 
photographs of buildings in Little 
Rock’s historic Quapaw Quarter

Sept. 12 – Dec. 27, 2014
An Exhibition by the Arkansas 
League of Artists (ALA)
Butler Center West Gallery
An annual juried exhibition of 
works by ALA members

Sept. 12, 2014 – March 15, 2015 
Echoes of the Ancestors: Native 
American Objects from the 
University of Arkansas Museum
Butler Center Concordia Hall 
An artistic display of objects 
created from ceramics, wood, 
grass, cane, and shell

Oct. 10, 2014 – Jan. 24, 2015
Johnny Cash: Arkansas Icon
Butler Center Underground Gallery
An exhibition of posters and other 
resources by the UALR Center for 
Arkansas History and Culture

Exhibition openings are held during 
Second Friday Art Night (2FAN), 5–8 
p.m. in the Arkansas Studies Institute 
(ASI) building.

Legacies & Lunch
Noon to 1 p.m.
Wed., Aug. 6, 2014
Frank Sata—“Unlikely Foundation: 
How WWII Internment in 
Arkansas Shaped a Family’s 
Life in Art and Architecture.” 
Co-hosted by the Clinton School 
of Public Service; CALS Ron 
Robinson Theater, 100 River 
Market Ave. 

Wed., Sept.  3, 2014
Marvin Schwartz—“We Wanna 
Boogie: The Rockabilly Roots of 
Sonny Burgess and the Pacers”—
book launch and discussion; 
Main Library’s Darragh Center, 
100 Rock St.

Wed., Oct. 1, 2014
Nancy Hendricks—“Sen. Hattie 
Caraway: An Arkansas Woman in 
the U.S. Senate.” Main Library’s 
Darragh Center, 100 Rock St.

On the morning of June 12, forty-five 
educators from Hackett to Heber 
Springs to Highland converged at 

the Historic Arkansas Museum (HAM) Ot-
tenheimer Theater for the opening session 
of our second annual educator seminar. 
Co-sponsored by the Arkansas Humanities 
Council and the Butler Center/CALS, the 
seminar offered educators the opportunity 
to investigate resources associated with the 
theme of relocation, first focusing on Na-
tive Americans in Arkansas and on the Trail 
of Tears through Arkansas and then focus-
ing on Japanese Americans relocated to Ar-
kansas during World War II on what could 
be called Trains of Tears. Approved by the 
Arkansas Department of Education, the 
seminar provided teachers with professional 
development hours and resources, including 
books and lists of online materials featuring 
entries from the Encyclopedia of Arkansas 
History & Culture.

After greetings by David Stricklin of the Butler 
Center and Paul Austin of the Arkansas Humani-
ties Council, attendees heard from the state’s 
archeologist, Dr. Ann Early, whose overview of 
the ancient people of Arkansas provided back-
ground for educators who were then able to 
complete an artifact analysis based on the HAM 
permanent exhibit, We Walk in Two Worlds. Af-
ter lunch, attendees boarded a bus for the trip 
to Toltec Mounds Archeological State Park at 
Scott, where park interpreters continued the top-
ic introduced by Early and provided guided tours 
of the mounds and explanations of the museum 
exhibits.

Following the visit to the park, the educators 
were transported to the Sequoyah Research Cen-
ter at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock 
campus, where Dr. Daniel Littlefield described 
the Trail of Tears manuscripts and materials 
available in the center’s one-of-a-kind-collec-
tion. After the tours, teachers met for dinner and 
an address by Troy Poteete, Cherokee Nation Su-
preme Court Justice. 

Summer Seminar: Trail of Tears to Train of Tears
by Kay Bland, Butler Center Educator

Arkansas Sounds, 
the Butler Cen-
ter’s music pro-

gram, hosted a two-day 
music festival featuring 
Arkansas artists in 2012 
and 2013, in addition to 
other events and collabo-
rations with other CALS 
projects such as the Arkan-
sas Literary Festival. This 
year, following the open-
ing of the CALS Ron Rob-
inson Theater, Arkansas 
Sounds has evolved into a 
concert series utilizing this 
new space. 

The first two Arkansas Sounds concerts 
held in the theater—both sold out and very 
well received—were Iris DeMent in May 
and Sonny Burgess & the Legendary Pac-
ers in June. Paragould native Iris DeMent, 
who sang and played piano and guitar ac-

companied by two band members, presented 
modern-day folk favorites in her unique melodic 
style. Philip Martin of the Arkansas Democrat-
Gazette reported that “the sound was immacu-
late” at the Iris DeMent concert in the new ven-

Sonny Burgess & the Legendary Pacers at Arkansas Sounds
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Focus on the Train of Tears portion of 
the seminar began the next day with a 
curriculum “take and teach” introduction 
based on resources I provided, as well as 
a unit prepared by Lisa Lacefield, Arkan-
sas-based social studies curriculum con-
sultant. Educators met in the Ron Robin-
son Theater on the CALS Main Library 
campus before walking to Concordia 
Hall in the neighboring Arkansas Studies 
Institute building, where they completed 
another artifact analysis, this time using 
the exhibition Drawn In: New Art from 
WWII Camps at Rohwer and Jerome. 

The final keynote address of the semi-
nar was held in the Ron Robinson The-
ater and featured Vivienne Schiffer, 
author of Camp Nine, a novel based on 
the Japanese American internee experi-
ence at Rohwer during World War II and 
the community response to that event. 
Schiffer, who is producing a documen-
tary based on the Rohwer experience, 
previewed a clip for the educators and 
provided them with a glimpse of original 

film footage from Rohwer.
The final activity was the viewing of a 

student production created by students at 
Little Rock Central High. Titled “Where 
is Asia-America?,” the video utilizes 
student-created dialogue to provide at-
tendees with an example of a possible ac-
tivity for replication in their classrooms 
or schools. George West, Central High 
social studies department educator, pro-
vided the background of the student pro-
duction.

Teachers left with a box lunch for their 
travel home. Although more than half 
of the group was from central Arkansas, 
others came from farther afield—from 
Texarkana, El Dorado, Forrest City, Bee-
be, Batesville, Clinton, Cabot, DeWitt, 
Des Arc, and elsewhere. Before the new 
school year starts, each attendee will re-
ceive a thumb-drive containing presenta-
tions and electronic resources.

The seminar was a great success, and 
some attendees had these compliments to 
share:

“The information that was shared over 

Cont. from Summer Seminar, p. 1

The William G. Coleman Papers, 
a collection now available in the 
Research Room of the Arkansas 

Studies Institute (ASI) building, contains 
documents, correspondence, publica-
tions, and other materials accumulated 
during the time self-proclaimed “friend 
of the trees” William G. Coleman was ac-
tive in environmental efforts in Arkansas. 
Now with Great Ecology Inc. in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, Coleman spent the 
first ten years of his forty-year career as 
an environmentalist working for Arkan-
sas Power & Light Company (AP&L—
now Entergy Corporation).

William Gilbert (Bill) Coleman was 
born on August 1, 1951, in Little Rock 
and grew up in western Tennessee. He 
studied environmental and natural sci-
ence at the University of New Mexico, 
becoming active in the environmental 
movement during the first Earth Day on 
the New Mexico campus in 1970.

Coleman began work in March 1974 
as the first staff environmental scientist 
hired by AP&L. He was eventually pro-
moted to Manager of Environmental Af-
fairs and served from 1981 to 1984.

Coleman participated in a number of 
conservation projects through his in-
volvement with the Arkansas Conser-
vation Coalition. His efforts focused on 
wilderness conservation; preservation of 
water quality, wetlands, and forests; and 
protection of unique species of plants and 
animals. He was appointed to two envi-
ronmental committees during Bill Clin-
ton’s first gubernatorial administration 
and served as an advisor to a task force 
on timber management.

Coleman earned a degree in environ-
mental psychology at the University of 
Arkansas in 1983. In 1984, months after 
marrying Robin Rae Crank, he accepted 
an executive internship position with the 
environmental and governmental affairs 
department of the Edison Electric Insti-
tute (EEI) in Washington DC. At the end 
of the EEI internship, Coleman remained 
in Washington and worked for the Elec-
tric Power Research Institute.

In 2003, after moving to the West 
Coast, Coleman founded the Earth Assets 
Group, which promoted incentive-based 
restoration of the environment through 
the use of environmental credits. He has 

since held a variety of professional posi-
tions in natural resource management, 
working through community-based or-
ganizations to support conservation and 
consulting on development efforts de-
signed to make environmental protection 
economically viable.

Documents in the collection relate to 
wilderness and environmental legisla-
tion, as well as the work of the Arkansas 
Conservation Coalition, the Sierra Club, 
and the Ozark Society. Of special interest 
are documents from the Ozark Society’s 
R.A.R.E. II (Roadless Area Review and 
Evaluation) project, including testimony 
before the Senate Subcommittee on Pub-
lic Lands.

Coleman contributed eleven essays for 
The Arkansas Wilderness, a book of line 
drawings by Arkansas artist Susan Mor-
rison, and this collection contains materi-
al relating to that project, as well as many 
articles, newsletters, and other publica-
tions from Coleman’s years in Arkansas. 
The collection also contains hundreds 
of slides depicting wilderness areas and 
points of environmental concern in Ar-
kansas.	 n

William G. Coleman Papers Now Available

Attendees viewing the Butler Center’s 
Drawn In exhibition in Concordia Hall.

the past two days was absolutely wonder-
ful!”

“This [seminar] has exceeded my ex-
pectations and has sparked my interest in 
so much more.” 

“I never would have had the opportuni-
ty to meet these exceptional people with-
out this seminar!”	 n
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A Word from the Center
David Stricklin, Manager of the Butler Center 
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The Butler Center is pleased to 
announce a new arrangement 
with the University of Arkan-

sas Clinton School of Public Service by 
which the Clinton School will join the 
Butler Center four times a year in host-
ing a Legacies & Lunch program. These 
special programs, which will support the 
missions of both organizations, will be 
held in the CALS Ron Robinson Theater 
on the Main Library campus, rather than 
the typical Legacies & Lunch venue of 
the Main Library’s Darragh Center. The 

entrance to the theater may be accessed 
from the Main Library parking lot; at-
tendees of any Legacies & Lunch pro-
gram receive two hours of free parking in 
the lot.

The first of these co-hosted programs 
will be on August 6, noon-1 p.m., featur-
ing Frank Sata. David Stricklin, manager 
of the Butler Center, will interview Sata, 
who lived as a young child in Japanese 
American internment camps in Arkan-
sas and other states during World War II. 
Sata’s father, J. T. Sata, was an artist who 

created some of the artwork of Drawn In: 
New Art from WWII Camps at Rohwer 
and Jerome, on view now through Au-
gust 23 in Concordia Hall of the Butler 
Center Galleries, 409 President Clinton 
Avenue.

Legacies & Lunch programs are free, 
open to the public, and sponsored in part 
by the Arkansas Humanities Council. At-
tendees are invited to bring a sack lunch; 
drinks and dessert are provided. For more 
information, please call Kate Chagnon at 
(501) 918-3033.	 n

Clinton School to Co-Host Legacies & Lunch

One of the great things about 
working at the Butler Center 
and CALS is the opportunity for 

fun partnerships. And a really fun one is 
coming up in September. We will be part 
of four events with the Arkansas Reper-
tory Theatre, revolving around The Rep’s 

production of 
Memphis, a 
musical that 
evokes the 
social and cre-
ative changes 
coming out 
of that city 

as people questioned the lines meant to 
separate races. The play focuses special 
attention on disc jockey Dewey Phillips, 
who was one of the people who created 
the rock ‘n’ roll revolution and thought it 
made no sense to have music segregated 
on “black” radio stations and “white” ra-
dio stations. We are co-producing an ap-
pearance by the remarkable Velvet Kente 
Arkestra on The Rep’s main stage on 
the evening of September 22 (see page 
4 for ticket information). Velvet Kente’s 
great band is expanded on special occa-
sions into the Arkestra, with a full horn 
section and dancing backup singers, and 
they will create a musical journey from 
1950s Memphis to present-day America. 
We will also be part of The Rep’s panel 
discussion about Memphis at the Clinton 
School of Public Service on Septem-
ber 4, the day after our own Legacies & 
Lunch talk by Marvin Schwartz, the au-
thor of We Wanna Boogie, our new book 

on Memphis’s Sun Studios recording art-
ist Sonny Burgess and the rise of rock ‘n’ 
roll in the 1950s in Newport and up and 
down U.S. Highway 67 in Arkansas (see 
page 6). And we will take part in two of 
the salons The Rep will hold, featuring 
Rep director Bob Hupp and actors from 
the play, after the Memphis productions 
on September 3 and 4. We are excited 
that all of this will happen during the 
month we will release We Wanna Boo-
gie. So make plans to get to The Rep, the 
Clinton School, and the CALS Main Li-
brary for all of these cool events.

Speaking of cool, I’m pictured here 
with the wonderful mother-and-daughter 
duo Rosalie Santine Gould and Vivienne 
Rosalie (Lie) Schiffer. In Kay Bland’s 
piece on pages 1–2, you can read about 
the terrific seminar for teachers we had in 
June with the help of another great part-
ner, the Arkansas Humanities Council. 
Rosalie’s gift to us of the extraordinary 
collection of art and documents from the 
World War II camp at Rohwer has led to 
further gifts of art created at Rohwer, the 
other Arkansas camp at Jerome, and even 
camps in other parts of the United States, 
much of which is now on display in our 
Drawn In exhibit in our Concordia Hall 
gallery, which teachers viewed during the 
seminar. Rosalie’s presence at the semi-
nar was very meaningful to the teachers, 
as were Lie’s talk and her screening of a 
portion of her film on the Rohwer camp, 
which is generating a great deal of ex-
citement all over the country. 

Finally, a note of celebration for the 

life of Dora Johnson Ragsdale, whose 
death saddened everyone in the Ar-
kansas history community. DeDe and 
her devoted husband, John G. Rags-
dale Jr., were stalwarts at history gath-
erings throughout the state for many 
years, and an inspiring array of orga-
nizations, projects, and awards felt the 
benefit of their generosity and good-
will, including our own Butler Cen-
ter Books. John is still in touch from 
his new home in Texas near the four 
Ragsdale children and often sends 
greetings to friends back in Arkansas. 
When I finish typing these words, I 
will go to a meeting in the John and 
DeDe Ragsdale Room in our building. 
I think of them both every day.	 n
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... Butler Center Events in the Spotlight

Tony Kopek, a student 
at Central Junior High in 
Springdale, was the recipient 
of one of the state History 
Day cash prizes the Butler 
Center awards to students 
presenting projects on 
Arkansas topics.

The Butler Center’s genealogy and local 
history specialist Rhonda Stewart recognizes 
the efforts of Jacqueline Oakley (right) and 
Jacqueline’s aunt, Susan Oakley (left). 
Jacqueline, a sophomore at Hendrix College, 
worked for the Butler Center digitizing the 
Reubel Funeral Home records from 1901 to 
1925 for a Girl Scout Merit Badge project.

The Butler Center’s art administrator Colin 
Thompson assisted with the installation 
of Celebrate, CALS’s newest public art 
piece, which was commissioned in 2010 to 
celebrate the CALS centennial. The bronze-
and-steel kinetic sculpture of a toy top offers 
forty-six translations of the word “celebrate,” 
including Braille, binary code, Klingon, and 
Pig Latin. The piece, which was designed by 
Michael Warrick, is located by the southwest 
entrance to the Arkansas Studies Institute 
(ASI) building. 

ue, which was designed with acoustics 
in mind. Newport native and rockabilly 
legend Sonny Burgess used the occa-
sion of his rollicking show to celebrate 
his 85th birthday, accompanied by his 
longtime band the Legendary Pacers, 
as well as Arkansas musicians Rod-
ney Block, Bonnie Montgomery, Kevin 
Kerby, and members of the Salty Dogs. 
 
Upcoming Arkansas Sounds concerts: 
Ben Nichols

Fri., Aug. 29, 7 p.m.
CALS Ron Robinson Theater
100 River Market Ave.; Tickets: $20; 
available at Butler Center Galleries 
and www.arkansassounds.org.

Velvet Kente Arkestra
Mon., Sept. 22, 7 p.m.
In partnership with the Arkansas Rep-
ertory Theatre’s production of Mem-
phis; Arkansas Repertory Theatre, 
601 Main St.; Tickets: $10–$20; visit 
www.therep.org or call The Rep’s box 
office at (501) 918-0405.

flash

Cont. from Arkansas Sounds, p. 1

Don’t miss the opportunity to view art created 
by Japanese Americans held in internment 
camps in Arkansas during World War II. The 
collection features remarkable artwork, from 
pastel drawings to wooden sculptures. Just as 
remarkable is the fact that although many people 
lost everything when they were relocated, these 
artists chose to create beautiful works in the face 
of difficult circumstances. The art displayed was 
donated to the Butler Center in order to share 
this story with as wide an audience as possible. 
Butler Center Galleries are open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday, and admission is free.

Suzy Bogguss
Sat., Sept. 27, 7 p.m.
CALS Ron Robinson Theater; Tick-
ets: $25; available at Butler Center 
Galleries and www.arkansassounds.
org

Pipes & Drums of Lyon College
Fri., Oct. 24, 7 p.m.
CALS Ron Robinson Theater
 Free admission.

For more information, visit www.arkansas-
sounds.org or call (501) 918-3033.

Iris DeMent at
Arkansas Sounds
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... Butler Center Events in the Spotlight

Mark Christ discussed his new 
book “This Day We Marched 
Again”: A Union Soldier’s 
Account of War in Arkansas 
and the Trans-Mississippi 
at May’s Legacies & Lunch. 
Published by Butler Center 
Books earlier this year, 
the book is the extensively 
footnoted diary of a member 
of a company of German 
immigrants from Wisconsin 
that marched thousands 
of miles through Arkansas, 
Kansas, Missouri, and the 
Indian Territory, enduring 
combat and rough conditions 
along the way.

Gordon Wittenberg spoke about 
Arkansas architects at June’s Legacies 
& Lunch. His new book, with Charles 
Witsell as co-author, is Architects of 
Little Rock: 1833–1950, published by the 
University of Arkansas Press.

Elizabeth Griffin Hill spoke about home 
demonstration clubs—an important 
part of social and women’s history in 
Arkansas—at July’s Legacies & Lunch. 
She is pictured here signing copies of 
her book, A Splendid Piece of Work—
1912–2012: One Hundred Years of 
Arkansas’s Home Demonstration and 
Extension Homemakers Clubs.

Attendees of the Butler Center’s summer 
seminar for educators in front of the Ron 
Robinson Theater.

The Butler Center’s Arkansas Mu-
sic Collection (BC.MSS.99.01), 
containing an eclectic mix of ma-

terials, is growing all the time. According 
to the Encyclopedia of Arkansas’s entry 
on Music and Musicians, “Arkansas has 
long been among the most significant 
contributors to the nation’s musical foun-
dation, serving as fertile ground for the 
development of multiple genres as well 
as being native home to some of the best-
known and influential musicians, singers, 
songwriters, and songs that the world has 
known. Much of this is due to the state’s 
geography—both its diverse landscape 
and populace and its proximity to key 
musical hubs and regions in the nation.” 
Preserving this rich musical culture is an 
ongoing priority for the Butler Center.

Arkansas music includes many genres, 
from country and folk to blues, jazz, and 
rock. In addition to the music produced 
in Arkansas and by Arkansans, the state 
has often been the subject of songs, re-
flecting the perceptions of natives and of 

outsiders at various points in history. Ar-
kansas has hosted many important ven-
ues and events, and significant contribu-
tions have also been made by Arkansans 
behind the scenes in music production, 
management, and technology.

The collection is organized into the 
following large categories: People and 
Events; Sheet Music/Lyrics; Posters/Mu-
sician Items; and Miscellaneous (mostly 
magazines and publicity clippings). Re-
searchers working in the People and 
Events category can discover files on 
Arkansas greats such as Patsy Montana, 
“Sister Rosetta” Tharpe, Levon Helm, 
and Johnny Cash. Digging a bit deeper 
will reveal information about the King 
Biscuit Blues Festival, mountain dulci-
mers, and Robinson Center Music Hall. 

Sheet music aficionados will enjoy the 
myriad rare and notable selections in the 
collection, including several different 
“Arkansas Traveler” variations, as well 
as “Arkansas, I Love You,” by Maude 
Bethel Lewis (undated), “How I Love 

You, My Arkansas” by Harrison Howe 
(1923), and “Arkansas, My Arkansas” by 
Thomas Morrissey (1949).

Additional items of particular interest 
include the Ruth and Howard Bearden 
Scrapbook collection, containing photos 
and memorabilia from the big-band era, 
as well as photographs and memorabilia 
from the Light Brigade, a local band that 
performed and recorded mostly during 
the mid-sixties through the late seventies. 

The Arkansas Music Collection is an 
open and growing collection, continually 
adding relevant materials. View the full 
finding aid in the Arkansas Studies Insti-
tute (ASI) building Research Room or at 
www.arstudies.org.	 n

Composing a Music Collection
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History on the Wild Side: Comics and Rock ‘n’ Roll

Arkansas in Ink
In 1837, a state representative stabbed 

the speaker of the house to death during 
a debate about wolf pelts. In 1899, Hot 
Springs police shot it out with the county 
sheriffs over control of illegal gambling. 
In 1915, people first reported seeing a gi-
ant gray monster along the White River 
near Newport; a refuge was created for 
the mythical “Whitey” in 1973. In 1974, 
President Richard Nixon resigned in part 
due to the outspokenness of Pine Bluff 
native Martha Mitchell. 

These and other stories from Arkansas 
history will appear this fall from Butler 
Center Books in Arkansas in Ink: Gun-
slingers, Ghosts, and Other Graphic 
Tales, edited by Encyclopedia of Arkan-
sas History & Culture (EOA) editor Guy 
Lancaster and illustrated by cartoon-
ist and features writer for the Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette Ron 
Wolfe. Pairing Wolfe’s 
delightful cartoons with 
selected EOA entries, 
this special print proj-
ect of the online EOA 
brings these and many 
other oddities, absur-
dities, and fascinating 
figures of our state’s 
history to life, includ-
ing election fraud; ban-
dit queen Belle Starr; 
diamonds buried in the 
Arkansas soil; fake arti-
facts; ghosts lurking in hotel rooms; tur-
keys dropping from the sky; the mysteri-
ous Gurdon Light; and much more. 

Arkansas in Ink (September, $22.00 
large-format paperback) has nearly 100 
entries with cartoons and photographs.

We Wanna Boogie
Also coming this fall from Butler Cen-

ter Books is We Wanna Boogie: The 
Rockabilly Roots of Sonny Burgess and 
the Pacers by Marvin Schwartz, which 
tells the story of how Sonny Burgess, his 
band, and the Arkansas town of Newport 
helped give rise to an iconic new sound 
that helped change the face of popular 
music.

From his start in Newport, Rockabil-
ly Hall-of-Famer Burgess literally has 
rocked his way around the world in a 
career spanning six decades. Now, Bur-
gess and his band members tell of their 
energetic live shows in the Newport area, 
their original recordings for Memphis’s 
Sun Records in the 1950s, and what it 
was like to share the stage with Elvis Pre-
sley, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis, and 
others.

Burgess, whose music evolved in the 
Silver Moon and other clubs around the 
Arkansas Delta, later influenced rock and 
roll music internationally and has led the 
contemporary rockabilly revival in the 
United States and overseas. Burgess’s 
insight and wit speak to the challenges 
posed by an often capricious music in-
dustry over his long career.

Newport was home to numerous music 
clubs, where national artists performed 

and illicit back-room 
gambling was widely 
accepted, and We Wanna 
Boogie also tells the his-
tory of this once-prom-
inent and high-spirited 
Delta community of 
extensive agricultural 
wealth. A microcosm 
of postwar southern 
American culture, New-
port saw idyllic 1950s 
prosperity followed by a 
massive outmigration of 
farm workers. Burgess 

is a product of this history, his vivacious 
music shaped by his town and its dramat-
ic transformation.

“Marvin Schwartz has woven an un-
forgettable story,” notes Preston Lauter-
bach, author of The Chitlin’ Circuit and 

the Road to Rock ’n’ Roll. “The great 
Sonny Burgess and his raucous sound 
leap from these pages. Marvin’s story 
and Sonny’s songs are like a séance, 
bringing old joints like the Silver Moon 
back from the dead.”

Marvin Schwartz is a freelance 
writer who specializes in Arkansas 
history and culture. We Wanna Boo-
gie will be available in September in 
hardcover ($36.95) and paperback 
($23.95). Schwartz will speak and sign 
books at the Sept. 3 Legacies & Lunch, 
Noon, Main Library, Darragh Center. 
 
Honors for Butler Center Books

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are pleased to note that Political 
Magic: The Travels, Trials, and Triumphs 
of the Clintons’ Arkansas Travelers by 
Brenda Blagg, published by Butler Cen-
ter Books in 2013, won first place in the 
Arkansas Press Women’s annual contest 
and third place in the National Federation 
of Press Women’s contest in the nonfic-
tion books 
for adult 
readers cat-
egory. Po-
litical Magic 
is the story 
of how Bill 
C l i n t o n ’s 
l i f e l o n g 
friends—the 
A r k a n s a s 
Travelers—
helped the 
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 B U T L E R  C E N T E R  D O N O R S
Material Donations
Arkansas Humanities Council
David Austin
Joe Barentine, Dallas, TX
Ed & Lana Bethune
Kate Buck
Donald Campbell
Jeannie Cazort
Kim Davis
Dillard Denson
Episcopal Diocese of Arkansas
Jon Evans
Lynn Frost
Thelma Gibson
David Edwin Gifford
Gary Gray & Cori Fetters
James Greeson
Beverly Harber, Fort Thomas, KY
Jean Healey
Elizabeth Hill
Ken King

Alice McCoy
Sue Miller, Easley, SC
Paula Mizell
Archie Moore
Frankie Ocksner
Jim Pfeifer
John Pittman
Mike Polston
Eugene Porter
Marty Pressley Turner, Columbia, SC
Barbara Pryor
Joan Pytlik
Fred Randle
Ellen Reid
Skip Rutherford
Charlotte Schexnayder
Ruth Shepherd
Delores Singleton
Rhonda Stewart
Susan Strauss
David Stricklin & Sally Browder

Tim Taira
Temple B’nai Israel
Bill & Betty Terry
Judy Thompson
Tyler Thompson 
Janet Williams

Monetary Donations
Arkansas Pioneers, in honor of 

Bobbye Dennis and David Stricklin; 
in memory of Evalena Berry; and in 
memory of Violet Isaacks

David Austin & the Charlotte John 
Company, in support of Arkansas 
Sounds

Rene Bressinck & Diane Allen, in 
support of Butler Center Books

Chris & Mary Chris Burrow, in 
memory of L.W. “Bill” Clark

Don H. & Marcelle Castleberry, in 
support of Butler Center Books

Bobbye Dennis
East-Harding Inc., in support of 

Arkansas Sounds
Kelly & Brad Eichler, in support of 

Butler Center Books
George Eldridge, in support of 

Butler Center Books
Larry Golden, in support of Butler 

Center Books
Douglas H. Martin, in support of 

Butler Center Books
James E. & Pat McClelland, in 

support of Butler Center Books
Bob Razer, in support of Arkansas 

Sounds and in memory of 
DeDe Ragsdale

Jeanette M. Shead, in honor of 
Rhonda Stewart

Noel & Joan Strauss, in support 
of Butler Center Books

Trip Strauss, in support of Butler 

Center Books
David Stricklin & Sally    	
   Browder, in memory of  	
   DeDe Ragsdale and in 	   	
   memory of John Miller 
 
In memory of Sam 
Bratton
Chris & Mary Chris Burrow
Catherine O. Cantabery 
Mike Hillis
Louis B. Jones Jr.
Katherine L. Knight 
Liz Rainwater
Bob Razer
Skip & Billie Rutherford
David Stricklin & Sally 
Browder

governor of a small state 
become president of the 
United States. The Trav-
elers personalized poli-
tics and helped make a 
difference in Clinton’s 
election.

Also, we are proud 
to announce that two 
titles from Butler Center 
Books—the Encyclope-
dia of Arkansas Music 
(another special print 
project of the EOA) ed-
ited by Ali Welky and Mike Keckhaver, 
and Muzzled Oxen: Reaping Cotton and 
Sowing Hope in 1920s Arkansas by Gen-

evieve Grant Sadler—
have been selected for 
inclusion in the Center 
for the Book at the Ar-
kansas State Library’s 
2014 “Arkansas Gems” 
program, which honors 
recent books by Arkan-
sas authors. Bookmarks 
and posters featuring the 
front covers of these two 
books will be distributed 
at the Arkansas booth 
during the National Book 

Festival this September in Washington 
DC and also will be mailed to schools 
and libraries throughout Arkansas. 

WANTED: Authors and Media

Entries Needing Authors:
Arkansas Press Women

Aromatique
Dale Bumpers Small Farms Research Center

Mount Magazine Shagreen
Shotgun Stories [Movie]

United Confederate Veterans Reunion of 1928
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU)

If you would like to write one of these entries, 
please contact Guy Lancaster at 

glancaster@encyclopediaofarkansas.net

Entries Needing Media (photographs, etc.):
Arkadelphia Baptist Academy

Arkadelphia Presbyterian Academy
L. C. Greenwood

Wingmead
World Championship Quartz Crystal Dig

C. D. Wright
Richard Nathaniel Wright

Yellowhammer
Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA)

If you have pictures or other media, please contact Mike 
Keckhaver at mkeckhaver@encyclopediaofarkansas.net

We need entries, photographs, documents, videos, maps, and audio clips to help make the 
Encyclopedia of Arkansas History & Culture the most complete resource on Arkansas history.

the encyclopedia of
Arkansas history & culture

Publishing at the Butler Center
Butler Center Books is the nonprofit 

publishing division of the Butler Center 
for Arkansas Studies. Book purchases and 
direct donations help ensure that we will 
continue to publish unique and scholarly 
books on all aspects of Arkansas history. 
Books published by the Butler Center are 
available at River Market Books & Gifts 
on the Main Library campus in Little 
Rock and other local bookstores, from 
online retailers, and from the University 
of Arkansas Press (via University of Chi-
cago Press) at (800) 621-2736. To see a 
complete list of titles published by Butler 
Center Books, visit www.butlercenter.
org/publication.	 n



Images from Our Collection

Central Arkansas Library System
100 S. Rock Street

Little Rock, AR 72201

NON-PROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
LITTLE ROCK, AR

PERMIT #183

Sonny Burgess & the Pacers playing at the University of Arkansas in 1956.


