North Little Rock High School’s Title Evokes Dynasties of
Another NLR School

While NLRHS has returned to basketball prominence, it will be hard-pressed to match what the
Dragons of national power Scipio Jones High achieved.

Text: African-American Athletes in Arkansas: Muhammad Ali’s Tour, Black Razorbacks, and
Other Forgotten Stories by Evin Demirel, Pages 71-75

RL.1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support
conclusions drawn from the text.

RL.2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development;
summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

RL.4 Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining
technical, connotative, and figurative meanings; analyze how specific word choices
shape meaning and/or tone.

RL.5 Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and
larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, stanza) relate to each other
and the whole.

Important Words
Write short definitions of these words. Knowing these words will help you better understand
the chapter.

Evoke:

Dynasty:



Dominant:
Consecutive:
Era:
Ambidextrous:

Disciplinarian:

Close Reading
Use the text to answer the following questions. Be sure to use complete sentences.

1) North Little Rock High School defeated Fayetteville High for the title of State Champion in
2013. What other years did NLRHS win this title?

2) What was the Arkansas State Athletic Association? With what group did it join in 19667

3) List some accomplishments of the Scipio Jones Dragons described in this chapter.

4) Explain what “the Barn” was. What made it special to this team?

5) In your own words, describe the coaching style of Albert Booker Calvin. Do you think he
would be just as effective with the star high school athletes of today? Why or why not?

6) Which two Scipio Jones players were named All-Americans?




Reflect
Read the below questions to yourself. Take a minute to think, then respond with your thoughts
on the lines given below:

* Did you know about NLRHS’s 2013 state championship win?

* Were you aware of the existence of Scipio Jones High?

» After whom was the school named? Summarize why he was so significant. Do a quick search
on the online The Encyclopedia of Arkansas History & Culture if needed.

» What could we do as citizens of North Little Rock so that the Jones High players’
accomplishments won’t be forgotten? (Remember to think big and small here. )

* Does this knowledge of a often-forgotten team (and segregated athletic associations) affect
the way you think about the schools that play in our state tournaments today? Why or why
not?

Additional Reading




For more information on the history of national basketball tournaments for black high schools,
go to https://tinyurl.com/y9d7fpsm

For more information on the history of Scipio Jones High School, go to
http://sajonesnationalalumni.com/history/history.html

Note to Teachers: The Scipio Jones alumni association has preserved much of its athletic
memorabilia (including trophies, plaques, banners, article clippings) at its museum at 1400 Pine
Street in North Little Rock (next to the King Solomon Baptist Church). Caretaker Belinda
Burney, the daughter of Curtis Sykes, has already given tours of the museum to one team from
NLRHS and told Evin Demirel she is willing to help any other educators interested in a tour for
their students.

For more info, contact Burney at 214-597-7307. Feel free to use the author Evin Demirel as a
reference.
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