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• Briefly describe the project. 

 
 The project collects relative’s stories of the First World War as well as  
 presenting correspondence from soldiers as examples of what the  

average Arkansas soldier experienced during the First World War. 
 

• What did you learn that surprised you? 
 

Although it was to be expected, there is often not a lot of 
documentation, per se, that backs up the stories handed down by 
families. Indeed, some of the stories are very limited, due to the soldiers 
not relating the full extent of their stories at the time and also to stories 
being muddled by the passage of time. 

 
• What other questions does this project make you want to ask? 

 
 Why is this war so often overlooked? Why is there a sense that this war  

is not  as important as the Second World War? What effect did the war 
have on the family of the soldier? What became of the other soldiers in 
the stories? Why is documentation so hard to come by? 

 
• What other tips do you have for students doing projects like this? 

 
Above all, don’t be discouraged by a lack of initial success. Time and 
perseverance often prove to be a great help, as well as an active pursuit 
of leads. 
 
--Alex Crawford 
Junior, Little Rock Central High School; Butler Center Student Intern  
May 2017 


