
World War I from an Arkansas Soldier’s Perspective lesson plan 
Grades 9-12 

Developed by Sarah Bost, Student Success Archivist at UA Little Rock Center for 
Arkansas History and Culture, 2017 

 
All primary sources come from the James Guy Tucker, Jr., papers, UALR.MS.0004, at the UA 
Little Rock Center for Arkansas History and Culture. Please email cahc@ualr.edu with any 
questions or to request the scanned documents in a different file format or at a higher resolution.  

 
Length 
One 90-minute block or two 50-minute class periods. 
 
Objectives 

1. Students will understand the technological advances in warfare used during World War I 
2. Students will evaluate primary sources for reliability and accuracy  

 
Arkansas History Grades 9-12 Social Studies Curriculum Framework 

• Era4.4.AH.9-12.3. Evaluate effects of World War I on Arkansans using a variety of 
primary and secondary sources 

 
C3 Framework 

• D2.His.8.9-12. Analyze how current interpretations of the past are limited by the extent to 
which available historical sources represent perspectives of people at the time. 

• D2.His.10.9-12. Detect possible limitations in various kinds of historical evidence and 
differing secondary interpretations. 

• D2.His.11.9-12. Critique the usefulness of historical sources for a specific historical 
inquiry based on their make, date, place of origin, intended audience, and purpose. 

 
Common Core State Standards Grades 9-10 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the 
information. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop 
over the course of the text. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.5. Analyze how a text uses structure to emphasize key 
points or advance an explanation or analysis. 

 
Common Core State Standards Grades 11-12 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of 
primary and secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an 
understanding of the text as a whole. 

• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships 
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among the key details and ideas. 
• CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.5. Analyze in detail how a complex primary source is 

structured, including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text 
contribute to the whole. 

 
Materials 

• Digital files of the Meuse-Argonne map and Jim Guy Tucker, Sr.’s photograph, letter to 
his mother, diary entries, and newspaper article. 

• Copies of the letter, diary, and newspaper transcriptions for each student. 
• A 5x7 notecard for each student. 

 
Introduction 
Tell the students that you will look at some primary source documents from an Arkansas 
soldier’s time in World War I: a photograph, a letter he wrote to his mother, some entries from 
his diary, and a newspaper article about his service. 
 
Bell ringer activity 
Project the photograph of Jim Guy Tucker, Sr., and ask students to jot down everything they 
notice about the photo. After a few minutes, ask the students to share what they wrote down. 
Make sure they notice that he is in a military uniform, is holding a cigarette, is posed but 
somewhat relaxed, and that the photo is a professional portrait, not a snapshot. Then ask why 
they think the photo was taken. Since it is a professional portrait, the family may have displayed 
it as a sign of their patriotism or had it taken to commemorate Tucker in case he did not survive. 
To conclude the discussion, provide a brief overview of Jim Guy Tucker, Sr.: He was born in 
1894 in El Dorado, Arkansas and enlisted in the military in 1916. He was initially stationed on 
the Mexican border. In August 1918, he sailed to Europe as a first lieutenant in the infantry 
where he participated in the Meuse-Argonne offensive, part of the final Allied offensive and the 
deadliest campaign in American history.  
 
Video 
Show the “Bet You Didn’t Know: World War I” video from the History Channel which provides 
a three minute overview of the war or “The History of World War One, 1914-1918,” a one 
minute overview by WatchKnowLearn. Also show the first 1:35 of the New York Times’ 
“Military Multipliers of Death,” which discusses chemical weapons, machine guns, and long-
range artillery.  

• Bet You Didn’t Know (History Channel) http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-
i/world-war-i-history/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-world-war-i  

• This History of World War One (WatchKnowLearn) 
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=24001  

• Military Multipliers of Death (NYT) 
https://www.nytimes.com/video/world/europe/100000002961646/military-multipliers-of-
death.html  

 
Letter 
Project the scan of Tucker’s letter to his mother and give each student a copy of the transcript. 
Have a student read the letter aloud. Ask the students to summarize what Tucker tells his mother 

http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-history/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-world-war-i
http://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-history/videos/bet-you-didnt-know-world-war-i
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=24001
https://www.nytimes.com/video/world/europe/100000002961646/military-multipliers-of-death.html
https://www.nytimes.com/video/world/europe/100000002961646/military-multipliers-of-death.html


about his experiences in Europe.   
 
Diary 
Project the scan of the front of Tucker’s diary and a few of the pages so students get an idea of 
the original. Give each student a copy of the diary transcript.  
 
Switch to the scan of the Meuse-Argonne offensive map. Tell students that Tucker was part of 
the 89th Division and point it out on the map. Also, note that Tucker mentions all of the places 
highlighted in pink.  
 
Ask for a volunteer to read the diary. Some of the place names are French and difficult to 
pronounce but pronunciation does not matter. Tell the students that bois (“bwa”) means “woods” 
so when Tucker says they are in the “Bois de Gesnes” or “Bois de Bantheville,” the soldiers are 
in the woods around those towns. If you would like, ask the student who is reading to pause so 
you can define words like “reconnoiter” or point out Tucker’s movement on the map. It may be 
helpful to explain that Tucker’s discussion of a boiling pot is a metaphor for their restlessness 
and preparations.  
 
After reading all of the entries, ask the students to describe Tucker’s war experience based on his 
diary. They can do this in writing before sharing aloud or this can be strictly verbal. Things to 
note include Tucker’s use of the word “Fritz” to describe the German soldiers; his mention of 
machine guns and gas, both new technologies used in World War I; his time in the trenches, a 
key feature of the war; and the Armistice. Ask the students on what date Tucker wrote to his 
mother and then to find his diary entry for the same date. Do the descriptions match? Why do 
you think Tucker would lie to his mother? If we as historians were looking at Tucker’s letter to 
his mother to understand what his experiences were during the war, would we get an accurate 
account? Introduce the concepts of audience and purpose as tools to determine the reliability of a 
source. In the letter, Tucker’s audience was his mother and the purpose was to reassure her of his 
well-being. In the diary, Tucker’s audience was himself and the purpose was to keep an account 
of what was happening where and when.  
 
Newspaper 
Project the scan of the newspaper article about Tucker and give each student a copy of the 
transcript. Have a student read it aloud.  
 
Assessment  
Give each student a 5x7 notecard and ask them to write down one thing they learned about World 
War I; one thing they learned about using primary sources; and one thing about which they are 
curious about and would like to know more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Transcript of James Guy Tucker, Sr.,’s letter to his mother from the James Guy Tucker, Jr., 
papers, UALR.MS.0004, UA Little Rock Center for Arkansas History and Culture 

 
 
         Nov. 8th. 1918. 
 
Dearest Mother : -  
 Haven’t much time to write but will drop you a short note.  
 Nothing of great interest is going on at the present time. We have been on the move for a 
couple of weeks and I have seen many things of interest.  
 At the present time I am in great health am out of doors most of the time and you know 
that was always good for me.  
 It certainly looks as though we are going to have peace very soon now and I certainly will 
be glad for I am very anxious to get back home and see you and all the folks.  
 Will close for this time, will write again real soon.  
 All of my love. 
 Your son 
 Jim Guy 



Transcript of James Guy Tucker, Sr.,’s World War I diary from the James Guy Tucker, Jr., 
papers, UALR.MS.0004, UA Little Rock Center for Arkansas History and Culture 

 
[page 1] 
This is the PERSONAL and Private property of Lt. James Guy Tucker 1st Lt. 353 Inf. Adjutant 
2nd Br. 353 Inf.  
 
HANDS OFF PLEASE 
 
[page 6] 
October 19th. 
Lt. Watson assigned to company. Marched tonight to Bois de Gesnes. Very hard hike. Ran into 
shell fire.  
 
October 20th 
In Bois de Gesnes. Pretty wild place. Fritz drops em over whenever he feels fit. 
 
October 21. 
Pretty rough they are coming thick and fast. 
 
October 22nd.  
Reconnoitered Bantheville wood. Terrible place. Major Peatross to 1st Br. Major Wood in 
command of 2nd. Br. 
 
Oct. 23. 
Moved to Bois de Bantheville. Have lost several men. 
 
October 24. 
Back in Bois de Gesnes. Saw Dearing & Durham today. I certainly miss the old bunch.  
 
October 25th.  
Shells still coming & going.  
 
October 26th. 
I am some shell ducker. Another reconnoitering party.  
 
October 27th. 
Big doings in the air. We are in trenches.  
 
October 28th.  



Watch us. 
 
October 29th.  
Pot nearly ready to Boil. 
 
October 30th.  
She’s simmering. 
 
October 31st.  
Morning. Pot’s Boiling. Water nearly to top. 
Afternoon. Much doing. Ready to move. 
18.00 hr. On move. 
24.00 hr. at edge of Bantheville wood. Dug in. Now is time to pray. 
 
Nov. 1st 1918. 
1 am Pot splashing over a little.  
2 “ “ Ditto. Cold as hell. Wish I had a blanket.  
3. 00 A.M. | My God what 
5.00 a barrage, all the noise in the world has been loosened. Shells coming & going. Big, Bigger, 
& Biggest. Ouch! something hit me in the leg. Not hurt much. This gas is suffocating I cannot 
breathe. Big shells falling all amongst my men. We must wait.  
5.00 hr. Get my Company together. 5.15 Ready to move. 5.25 look out. 
5.30 OVER the TOP. 
Much fighting this day. Gas has made me very sick at stomach. Have gone Beaucoup kilo’s. 
halted in edge of wood of Barricourt. Many Germans just beyond. Spent tonight in Bois de 
Barricourt. 
 
November 2nd. 
Morning 
Had very hard fight coming out of woods. Many Machine Gunners. Many killed. But we came 
out just the same. I was on the right flank. Lost many men. 
13.00 hr. Have got to take a hill, manned by M.G. [machine gunners] 
14.00 Hr. Have taken hill, made a grand charge up it.  
Tis night & a wild one. Lost two officers. 
 
November 3rd. 
On hill 1 km S. Tailly. 355 relieved us.  
 
November 4 still on hill. 
 



[page 16] 
November 5th. 
At it again. 
Advanced to near Halles Fr.  
 
November 6th. 
Near Launeville Fr. in Foret de Dieulet. Last night was terrible night. 
 
November 7th. 
Near Beaumont. 
 
November 8th.  
Am still sick.  
 
November 9th.  
Woods near Beaufort. 
 
November 10th. 
We must cross the Meuse tonight.  
Have crossed. Pretty hard job. Must take Stenay. Big rumors of Armistice. Don’t believe it. 
Don’t look like it here.  
 
November 11th.  
8 hr. On outskirts of Stenay. Big guns playing havoc. 
11 hr. Great news Armistice on all fighting stopped. We have Stenay. Quite a nice town. Me for 
sleep. haven’t been asleep for 3 days.  
 
 



Transcript of Arkansas Gazette clipping on James Guy Tucker, Sr. from the James Guy Tucker, 
Jr., papers, UALR.MS.0004, UA Little Rock Center for Arkansas History and Culture 

 
Arkansas Gazette 

Little Rock, Friday, January 24, 1919 
 

Local Officer Is Cited for Gallantry in Action 
 
[photo] 
Lieut. James Guy Tucker 
 
Little Rock boy cited for bravery 
 
 Lieut. James Guy Tucker, son of Guy B. Tucker, a member of the State Highway 
Commission, has received a citation for bravery and devotion to duty, displayed during the 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. The citation, which was issued from the headquarters of the 89th 
Division in Germany on December 17 by command of Major General Winn, follows: 
 “First Lieut. James G. Tucker, 353d Infantry. – During the Argonne-Meuse offensive, 
November 1-11, 1918, Lieutenant Tucker showed great skill in the handling of Company E, 
353d Infantry, and, although in poor physical condition, by his cheerfulness, courage and bravery 
under great hardships and heavy fire, set an example that was an inspiration to the men of his 
company. During the assault on the north edge of the Bois de Barricourt on November 2, 1918, 
at a time when the advantage of the battalion was critically endangered by the heavy machine 
gun fire of the enemy, Lieutenant Tucker showed great skill and presence of mind in conducting 
his company, then in support to the right flank of the battalion, and though under heavy fire, 
succeeded in flanking the enemy machine guns and enabled the battalion to move forward.” 
 Lieutenant Tucker had been wounded by shrapnel a few days before the November 
offensive.  
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