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Introduction

What is the Homestead Act of 
1862?

What are the eligibility 
requirements?

What is the application process?

What you can learn from the 
land entry papers?

What is a land patent?
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The Homestead Act of 1862

• Over the age of 21

• Never take up arms against the U.S.

• Former slaves, women and immigrants could file

• Show evidence of improvements for a period of 5 years

Original Act signed on May 20, 1862

• Settle on the land

• File an application

• Improve the land

• File for Deed of title

Application process

Went into effect January 1, 1863



Arkansas Weekly Mansion
Little Rock, Arkansas · Saturday, September 22, 1883
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https://www.newspapers.com/paper/arkansas-weekly-mansion/4346/


https://nps.gov/home/historyculture/images/Homestead-States.JPG

Public Land States

https://nps.gov/home/historyculture/images/Homestead-States.JPG


What is a land patent?
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Patents are the legal documents that 
transferred land ownership from the 
U.S. Government to individuals.



IN TOTAL 74,620 HOMESTEADERS WERE PROVED UP IN 
ARKANSAS. THE TOTAL ACREAGE OF HOMESTEADED 
LAND WAS 33,328,000 WHICH IS 24% OF THE LAND IN 

THE STATE.

https://www.nps.gov/home/learn/historyculture/homesteading-in-arkansas.htm
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

https://glorecords.blm.gov/search

http://www.archives.gov/global-pages/exit.html?link=http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
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Original data: United States. Bureau of Land 
Management, General Land Office 

Records. Automated Records Project; Federal Land 
Patents, State 

Volumes. http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/. Springfield, 
Virginia: Bureau of Land Management, Eastern States, 

2007.

LAND PATENT
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All land entry case files are held by the National 
Archives in downtown Washington, D.C. 

[www.archives.gov]. 

https://www.nps.gov/home/learn/historyculture/requesting-
homestead-records.htm

LAND ENTRY CASE FILES

https://www.nps.gov/home/learn/historyculture/requesting-homestead-records.htm
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• Application
• Filing Fees
• Location of the land
• Date the claimant settled on the land
• Improvements 
• Individuals in the household
• Legal Notices in local Newspaper 
• Witnesses and Testimonies 
• Name of Register
• Challenges
• Date the land patent certificate was issued

WHAT’S IN THE LAND ENTRY CASE FILES?

The Southern Standard
Arkadelphia, Arkansas · Saturday, January 26, 1884

https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-southern-standard/5393/


Locations

SEVIER COUNTY

BRADLEY COUNTY

JEFFERSON COUNTY

SEVIER COUNTY
SEVIER COUNTY



Meet the descendants of Black Homesteaders

LYLE GIBSON SUSAN LASLEY JESSICA TROTTER ANGELA WALTON-RAJI

Descendant Descendant Descendant Descendant
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What will you learn?
WHEN?

When did they settle on 
the land?

WHERE?

Where was the land 
located?
How many acres did they 
receive?

WHAT?

o What did they do?
o Challenges
o What role did the 

witnesses play in the 
application process?
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Summary
Join the Descendants of African American 
Homesteaders Facebook page.

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/1842973968310
07)

Find your land on the Bureau of Land 
Management.
(https://glorecords.blm.gov/search/default.aspx)

Verify through oral history, census and other 
documents that this is your ancestor.

Order your land entry case file from the 
National Archives. 
(https://www.archives.gov/research/land/land-
records)

Write and share your story with the 
Homestead National Historical Park Services.

(https://www.nps.gov/home/black-homesteading-in-
america.htm)
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https://www.archives.gov/research/land/land-records


https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/Products/
9781467152303



Questions?


