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Introduction

What is the Homestead Act of
| 862!

What are the eligibility
requirements?

What is the application process!

What you can learn from the W~ Homestead Acts ™
land entry papers! 150th Anmversary_ |

What is a land patent?
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The Homestead Act of 1862

Went into effect January |, 1863

Original Act signed on May 20, 1862

* Over the age of 2|
* Never take up arms against the U.S.
* Former slaves, women and immigrants could file

* Show evidence of improvements for a period of 5 years

Application process

* Settle on the land
* File an application

* Improve the land

* File for Deed of title




Among the States and Territories Ar-
kansas ranks fifth in the number of original
homesteads entered from the passage of
the homestead act May 20, 1862, to June 30,
1883. The grand total for Arkansas was
47,945. The number of homesteads entered
in Arkansas for the fiscal year ended June
30, 1883, was 3,035,

Arkansas Weekly Mansion

Little Rock, Arkansas : Saturday, September 22, 1883

2023

Black Homesteaders of the South


https://www.newspapers.com/paper/arkansas-weekly-mansion/4346/

Public Land States

CANADA

https://nps.gov/home/historyculture/images/Homestead-States.|PG



https://nps.gov/home/historyculture/images/Homestead-States.JPG

What is a land patent?
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20 HOMESTEADERS WERE PROVED UP IN

ETOTAL ACREAGE OF HOMESTEADED

,328,000 WHICH IS 24% OF THE LAND IN
THE STATE.

s://www.nps.gov/home/learn/historyculture/homesteading-in-arkansas.htm
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

A Search Documents

P Search Documents

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Reference Center

Support Pathfinder

Patents
Surveys
LSR
CDI

Tract Books

J Search Documents By Type

Shopping Cart &

’ | Search

-| Location I

State: [ ARKANSAS

County: [ Sevier

-| Names }

Last Name: [bass

First Name: [

Middle Name: |

search patentees search warrantees

Land Description |

To search for land patents:
1. Start by selecting the State.
2. You do not have to fill in all fields, but provide at least one additional
field.
3. Click the Search Patents button.

Search Tips:
« Hover your mouse over a field to get a brief description.
¢ Get detailed information by checking the Glossary in the Reference
Center.
 For more tips and help, check out our Patent Search Overview.

-| Miscellaneous I

Township: ’ [— v] /| v| Land Office: [ -—— Any Land Office -— V| Issue Date: |- v to |- VI
Range: | [— v /] v Document #: | | Militia: | |
Meridian: - Any Meridian - v] | | indian Allot. #: | | Tribe: [-—— Any Tribe - v
Section #: . Geo. Name/
’ I Survey #: ’ l Mining Claim: ]
Authority: [ Any Authority ----- v|
Note: This site does not cover every state, but we do have resource links for most
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http://www.archives.gov/global-pages/exit.html?link=http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/PatentSearch/

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEerr(V)Ri 7

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT.

N Search Documents

P Search Documents

Accession Nr: AR2760__.348 Document Type: state Volume Patent

Reference Center

P Results List p Patent Details

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Support Pathfinder

State: Arkansas Issue Date: 1,/23/1899 Cancelled: o

J Patent Details

— — |

Names On Document

[E] BASS, IRVING M

Military Rank:

Document Numbers

Shopping Cart &2

Printer Friendly @

Miscellaneous Information

Land Office:
US Reservations:

Camden

Mineral Reservations: No

Tribe:

Militia:

State In Favor Of:
Authority:
General Remarks:

May 20, 1862: Homestead EntryOriginal (12 Stat. 392)

Survey Information

Document Nr: 7536 Total Acres: 123.36
Misc. Doc. Nr: 15000 Survey Date:
BLM Serial Nr: AR NO S/N Geographic Name: —e-
Indian Allot. Nr:  --- Metes/Bounds: No
Coal Entry. Nr: ---
Land Descriptions
Map State Meridian Twp - Rng Aliquots Section Survey # County
O AR 5th PM 010S - 031W WV2NWY4 7/ Sevier
O AR 5th PM 010S - 031W SEVANWY4 7 Sevier
o § =
Seattl - Lak
S ealtie o Sun
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LAND PATENT

Original data: United States. Bureau of Land
Management, General Land Office
Records. Automated Records Project; Federal Land
Patents, State
Volumes. http://www.glorecords.blm.gov/. Springfield,
Virginia: Bureau of Land Management, Eastern States,
2007.
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LAND ENTRY CASE FILES

All land entry case files are held by the National
Archives in downtown Washington, D.C.

[www.archives.gov].

https://www.nps.gov/home/learn/historyculture/requesting-
homestead-records.htm
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https://www.nps.gov/home/learn/historyculture/requesting-homestead-records.htm

il

WHA'“HE EAND ENTRY CASE FILES?

Application

Filing Fees

Location of the land

Date the claimant settled on the land
Improvements

Individuals in the household

Legal Notices in local Newspaper
Witnesses and Testimonies

Name of Register

Challenges

Date the land patent certificate was issued

Homestead Notices.

LAXD Orrice, CAMDEN, ARK.,
December 14, 12x3.

NOTICE i8 hereby given that the
| following-named settler, has filed
notice of his intention to make final
proof in support of his claim, and
that said proot will be made before the
Register and Reciver, at Camden, Ark.,
on the 24th January, 1884, viz: Peter
Wilson, Clark county, homestead 7108

forthe whfs w qr, sec 12, t10s, r 20
w. He names the following witnesses
to prove his continuous residence upon,
and cultivation of, said land, viz:

Henry Thom , Doc ‘
North?. pson, Dock Thompson,

Gurdon, Clark county. Ark.

5. W. MALLORY, Register.
Dec. 23.5% b, g

The Southern Standard
Arkadelphia, Arkansas - Saturday, January 26, 1884

Smith and John Tate, all of
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https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-southern-standard/5393/

Locations




Meet the descendants of Black Homesteaders

5 1 \
BLACK HOMESTEADERS

THE SOUTH
il l\lll“il ”II\H

LYLE GIBSON SUSAN LASLEY JESSICATROTTER ANGELA WALTON-RA|JI
Descendant Descendant Descendant Descendant
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What will you learn?

WHEN!? WHERE!? WHAT?
When did they settle on Where was the land o What did they do?
the land? located? o Challenges
How many acres did they o What role did the
receive! witnesses play in the

application process?
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National Historical Park

Homestead revesw

CALENDAR
Plan Your Visit » Learn About the Park v Get Involved v g

NPS.gov / Park Home / Learn About the Park [/ History & Culture / Stories / The Mosaic of Homesteading Groups / Black Homesteaders

Black Homesteaders

-

“ULTIVAITING

Cultivating Connections» Study Focuses on Black Homesteading»

Descendants of black homesteaders tell their stories for the National Park Discover the stories of six Midwest Black homesteader colonies.

Black Homesteaders of the South




Summary

Join the Descendants of African American
Homesteaders Facebook page.

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/ 1842973968310
0

! BLACK HOMESTEADERS
Find your land on the Bureau of Land
Management. e % R
(https://glorecords.blm.gov/search/default.aspx)

THE SOUTH

BERNICE ALEXANDER BENNETI

Verify through oral history, census and other
documents that this is your ancestor.

Order your land entry case file from the
National Archives.
(https://www.archives.gov/research/land/land-
records)

Write and share your story with the
Homestead National Historical Park Services.

(https://www.nps.gov/home/black-homesteading-in-
america.ntm)
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https://www.archives.gov/research/land/land-records

' | lishing.com/Products/
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JLACK HOES ) 9/8146Al 52303

THE SOUTH

BEANICE ALEXANDER BENNETI




Questions?



